
TURNING YOUR OBSTACLES 
INTO OPPORTUNITIES
Ucheonye Maple, MBA

You can do it if you believe you can. You control your destiny.
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Loosely based on the Book 
Three Feet From Gold by 
Sharon Lechter and Greg 
Reid.
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Three feet from Gold is 
based on Napoleon 
Hill’s Think and Grow 
Rich.



KEY DISCUSSION POINTS

• Stickability

• Formulating for Success

• Stop Over Planning

• Goal-Driven

• Perseverance

• Believing in Yourself

• Attitude

• The courage to Succeed
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ARE YOU THE OBSTACLE IN YOUR LIFE?
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RUNNING ON EMPTY

• You feel as if you have nothing else 
to give.

• Your mental, emotional and 
physical state is running on empty.
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Every adversity, every failure and every heartache carries with it 

the seed of an equivalent or greater benefit. -Napoleon Hill



THROUGH THE VALLEYS

• Seek expert counsel, not opinions.

• Never make a major decision in a 
valley.
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Neglecting to broaden their view has kept some people doing one 

thing all their lives. – Napoleon Hill



STICKABILITY

• To succeed you must have 
STICKABILITY.

• Become more knowledgeable of 
your craft and opportunities have a 
way of presenting themselves. 
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More successful people have found opportunities in failure and 

adversity that they could not recognize in more favorable 

circumstances – Napoleon Hill



AWAKENING

• The moment you realize something 
needs to change in your life.

• It could be the company you keep. 
It could job you are in.  It could be 
the fact you are not spending 
enough time working on your craft.

• The awakening is the moment you 
decided to change what you are 
for what you will become. 
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More gold has been mined from the thoughts of men than has 
ever been taken from the earth. – Napoleon Hill



FORMULATING SUCCESS

• (P+T)*A*A=SUCCESS

• Passion – What you would do if you 
could do it for free 

• Talent – A natural ability or aptitude

• Association – Working with the right 
people and organizations

• Action – The process of doing 
something
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Passion will move men beyond themselves, beyond their 

shortcomings, beyond their failures.– Joseph Campbell



GROUP ACTIVITY

• ON THE SHEET OF PAPER WRITE DOWN WHAT IS YOUR SUCCESS FORMULA.

10



UCHE’S SUCCESS FORMULA

• (P+T)*A*A=SUCCESS

• Passion = Helping People to be their best self

• Talent = Leading, Strategist, Manager, Relator, Communicator, Organizer, 
Planner

• Association = CEO’s, Entrepreneur, Motivational Speakers, Directors, Senior 
Level Managers, SWE, Church, Authors

• Action = Develop a plan for execution

• Success=CEO, Entrepreneur, Senior Level Executive, Motivational Speaker, 
Author
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STOP OVER-PLANNING

• IF you stick to a specific plan-take 
two steps, pause, take two more 
steps, pause and so on – if you 
don’t then you may actually miss all 
the unexpected opportunities 
around you.
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TELL THE WORLD WHAT YOU INTEND TO DO, BUT FIRST SHOW –

Napoleon Hill



GOAL-DRIVEN

• Set the highest Standards

• Stay Focus and Never give Up
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NO MAN ACHIEVES GREAT SUCCESS WHO IS UNWILLINGLY TO MAKE 

PERSONAL SCARIFICES.– Napoleon Hill



PERSEVERANCE

• The more rejection you can handle, the 
stronger and more capable you will be 
when the YES finally comes your way. 

• Great people have two types of 
courage. 1st they have the courage to 
get started with no guarantee of 
success. 

• 2nd once they are on their way, they 
develop the courage to endure, to not 
quit.
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THE MAN WHO ACTUALLY KNOWS JUST WHAT HE WANTS IN LIFE HAS 

ALREADY GONE A LONG WAY TOWARD ATTAINING IT. - Napoleon 

Hill



BELIEVING IN YOURSELF

• People doubt their beliefs, but 
believe their doubts. 

• Believe in yourself, and the world will 
believe in you.
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THE LADDER OF SUCCESS IS NEVER CROWED AT THE TOP

– Napoleon Hill



OPPORTUNITIES
• Be a job-maker, not a job-taker. 

Make your own opportunities.
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THERE ARE NOT LIMITATIONS TO THE MIND EXCEPT THOSE THAT WE 

ACKNOWLEDGE– Napoleon Hill



ATTITUDES
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THE COURAGE TO SUCCEED

• What’s the worst thing that can 
happen?

• Failure is an event, it is not your 
identity.
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SHOOT FOR THE MOON, BECAUSE IF YOU FALL YOU WILL BE AMONG STARS.– Les Brown
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSZZ2m5y4wk

